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the receding waves showed the rocks. Disaster seemed at hand, but
just then an immense comber picked up the ship, lifted it across the
reef and set it down safely on the other side.
As he finished this story, Amundsen said: "When it is darkest
there is always light ahead." This was a favourite maxim of his,
and he said it more than once during those desperate days when
we were on the ice near the North Pole. Incidentally, die Gjoa
is now in Golden Gate Park, the explorer's gift to the city of San
Francisco.
Amundsen was always the explorer, never the mere adventurer.
Hardship and peril were incidental to his aim of adding to the
store of scientific knowledge. I remember an occurrence on the
Farm, the yacht which th« Norwegian government lent us to take
us to Spitzbergen for our aeroplane flight to the North Pole. We
ran into very rough weather, and the little Farm was under water
half the time.
Amundsen and I were bunking on couches in the dining-salcon.
Once after a series of dizzy pitches I saw him turn white, the
perspiration beading his forehead. I was pretty seasick myself, and
I said to him: "You know, Captain, I don't like the sea."
"I don't either," said that Norseman, who had spent thirty-two
years of his life on salt water. "It is something we have to put up
with,"
He had no interest in visiting any spot to which another explorer
had preceded him. The mere feat of getting to a difficult place had
no appeal for Amundsen. This trait was never better shown than
in the story of his discovery of the South Pole.
Amundsen secured Nansen's old ship, the Fram, with the inten-
tion of drifting to the North Pole, or at least drifting so close to it
that the rest of the journey could be made with skis and dog
sleds. Nansen had failed to do the same thing; but Amundsen
thought that, by starting farther east than Nansen had, he might
accomplish it. When he sailed in the Fram his destination was the
Bering Strait. He intended to enter the Arctic Ocean between
Siberia and Alaska and catch a northerly current there.
He had proceeded thousands of leagues from Norway when he
learned the starding news that Peary had attained the North Pole.
At once that objective, the goal of all polar explorers for fifty years,

